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Queen Elizabeth Forest Park 
  The Forestry Commission has a superb 
reputation for the quality of their publications.  
Naturally, they can afford the best Scottish 
photographers such as John McKinlay who 
took the spectacular summer and winter 
photos of Ben Lomond and Loch Ard Forest.  

The forestry commission’s tour guide 
Queen Elizabeth Forest Park Guide, published 
in 1954 and 1973 is by far their best guide 
book. It contains a wealth of information on 
the history, literature, bio-geodiversity, 
landscape, freshwater biology, folk lore, local 
Gaelic culture and, of course, forestry.  

The Queen Elizabeth Forest Park was 
created in 1953 in honour of the Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II of England (I of Scotland). 
As noted elsewhere, the Trossachs is the small 
woodland at the east end of Loch Katrine.  
 In the 1950’s people started referring to 
Strathard and even the town of Callander as 
the Trossachs.  When the Loch Lomond & the 
Trossachs National Park was created in 2002, 
(Scotland’s first national park) the “Trossachs” 
was applied to vast tracts of famous 
mountains, glens and lochs spreading over 
Argyllshire, Dunbartonshire, Perthshire and 
Stirlingshire.  
  The district has long been recognized as 
one of the World’s most beautiful landscapes 
and as one of the major tourist destinations in 
Europe. Quite apart from the people and their 
ancestors who worked the landscape over 
several millennia there are millions of people 
who, never having visited the Trossachs, have 
helped to make it famous. 
  

©John McKinlay 
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Left-right: (Top) Sir Walter Scott, William Wordsworth, 

Tobias Smollet, Alfred Lord Tennyson, (middle): Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge, John Hopkins, Alexander Naysmyth, 

(bottom) Queen Victoria, Gen. James Wolfe, Dr. Archibald 

Cameron (The Jacobite) and John Ruskin. 

Some Famous People 
 Many traces and relicts of the Bronze age 
settlements and cup & ring markings are quite 
common throughout the district. 

While the Romans occupied the adjacent 
lowlands, they rarely ventured into the 
mountains unless to undertake trade or 
punitive missions.  

In the ‘dark ages’ this rugged patch of 
Scotland was fought over by many factions. 
About 574 A.D., some kingdoms were 
consolidated by Aedan the 49th King of Britons 
and Prince of Fortrenn (i.e., the Forth Valley). 
The kingship passed on to his legendary son 
King  Arthur (Artair) who was born and buried 
in the kingdom of Fortrenn – which explains 
why  there is a mound near Holyrood in 
Edinburgh called Arthur’s Seat near, and an 
884m high mountain Ben Arthur (Beinn Artair), 
by Loch Lomond.  

Apparently, there is evidence that great 
Sir Lancelot was Pictish. In the medieval Annals 
of Tigernach there’s an entry referring to the 

Battle of Glen Arklet in “709: Congressio Britonum 

& Dal Riati for Loirgg Ecclet ubi Britones deuicti” In 
translation it simply means the Dalriadians 
were defeated by the Britons (Strathclyde 
Scots) giving them control of a much larger 
portion of Scotland. In fact, it is from rulers of 
Fortrenn that the Scottish monarchy is 
descended, including the present Royal Family.   

In the late 8th century, a resemblance of 
good manners was introduced by St. 
Kentigerna the daughter of Kelly of Lienster, 
and her son St. Fillan who both established 
several convents and cells to the district. The 
little church of St. Kentigerna (now the 
Inversnaid Bunkhouse) is dedicated to St. 
Kentigerna. Legend has that St. Fillan had an 
arm that glowed in the dark so that he could 
write. The legend lives on as a Scottish heraldic 
icon; such as the arm holding up the crown of 
Robert the Bruce in the Clan Donnachaidh 
(Robertson) badge. Apparently, at the Battle of 
Bannockburn below Stirling Castle, Bruce held 
up St. Fillan’s glowing arm which gave the Scots 
enough fervor to win the Battle for Scotland’s 
independence, and for Bruce the kingship.  

Below are portraits of a few of the 
famous people who spread the fame of the 
Trossachs far and wide through literature, art 
and military service.   

     
 

The western part of the ancient Pictish kingdom of 

Fortrenn as seen from the Cobbler on Beinn Artair (Ben 

Arthur) in the ancient kingdom of Dalriada on the west 

side of Loch Lomond.  
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Rob Roy McGregor 
The history of Trossachs, like most 

beautiful highland landscape in Scotland seems 
so tranquil. But what is not generally 
appreciated is an undercurrent of strife and 
quarrels over ownership and how the land is 
used. The life and times of Rob Roy MacGregor 
is a famous example.   

Rob Roy was born in Glengyle 7th March 
1671 and was baptized at Corriearklet in Glen 
Arklet. 

 

Rob Roy is the most famous native of the 
“Trossachs’ and was famous throughout Britain 
in his own lifetime - a century before the 
romanticists the likes of Scott and the 
Wordsworths, penned some of their finest 
works based on the Trossachs and Rob Roy: 

The eagle was Lord above; 
And Rob was lord below. 

                     Wordsworth 
Robert MacGregor (Rob Roy) was born in 

Glengyle at the west end of Loch Katrine on the 
7th March 1671. He was 3th and youngest son 
of Lt. Col. Donald MacGregor of Glengyle, 5th 
Chief of Glengyle MacGregors, and Margaret 
Campbell of Glen Lyon. Margaret’s was 
daughter of Jean and Archibald Campbell the 
niece of Sir Robert Campbell was 3

rd
 Baronet of 

Glen Orchy and 9
th

 Baron of Glen Orchy and 1st 
cousin to the Earl of Breadalbane.  

Rob’s siblings 
were John, Duncan, 
Sarah, Margaret, and 
Susannah.  
Margaret’s sister 
Mary married 
Malcolm MacGregor 
8th Chief of Glenstrae 
MacGregors who was 
succeeded by their son Gregor as 9th Chief of 

Glenstrae. Their brother was Robert Campbell, 
5th Chief of Glenlyon MacGregors, who 

carried out the orders for the Glencoe 
massacre in 1692. His name lived in infamy 
ever since. For those of you genetically related 
to the Campbells, – my Icelandic friends 
included - here are his orders for the massacre. 

Not to put too fine a point on it, in broad 
Scots Campbell of Glen Lyon is usually referred 
to as “that scunner Campbell.”  No offence 
intended towards his descendants.  

On April 3rd 1603, King James I ordered 
the proscription of the MacGregor name to 
"extirpate Clan Gregor and to ruit oot their 
posteritie and name," which forbade the 
Macgregor from carrying arms. The act was 
repealed by King Charles II in 1661. But in June 
15

th
 1693 - the same year that Rob Roy married 

Mary McGregor of Comar in Corriearklet - the 
Scottish Parliament passed an Act for the 
Justiciary of the Highlands to re-enact the 
proscription of name MacGregor.   
Consequently, Rob took his mother’s maiden 
surname Campbell, and thereafter was 
officially known Robert Campbell and signed 
his letters accordingly; although he 
occasionally signed them Ro but very rarely 
Rob Roy. For example, In his petition to King 
George, he signed Robert Campbell and in his 
will Robert Campbell of Inversnaid. (He claimed 
ownership of Inversnaid till the day he died). 
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Rob Roy’s Inversnaid feudal estate took in most of the 

east shore of Loch Lomond from Doune to Knockield 

roughly 20km.  

   
 
 
  

Part of the Craigrostan Estate Inversnaid. This sheep folds 

is on the identified as ‘Tenant of the Duke of Montrose’ on 

Dumaresque and Bastide’s 1718 military maps Part of a 

bloomery (iron works) is under the grassy knoll at bottom 

left.  Photo: Mike Trubridge. 
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Images of Glen Arklet:: top left - a B&W photo of an 1828 painting; top right - one of several archtectural military plans for 

the fort held in the National Library of Scotland;  middle left – a part on the Dumbarton Castle similar to  Inversnaid Fort; 

bottom left – the only surving wall of Inversnaid fort  c1950 used as a sheep pen  (it  has deterioted much more since then); 

bottom right: the fort was remodelled into the Garisson Farm in the mid-19th century.   

©National Library of Scotland 

Loch Ard Local History 

Andrew G. Gray 

Alexander Naysmyth 

Alexander Robertson 

Mike Trubridge 
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Historic clachans in Glen Arklet - the ancient homeland of McGregors.   Older spellings of MacGregor farmsteads around Glen 

Arklet and the Original size of Loch Arklet (blue line) until its enlargement 1915 to supplemental reservoir for Glasgow’s wa ter 

supply. Air Photo © 2003 the XYZ Digital Map Company, Glasgow  



                                                                Scotland Tour 2011                           168 
 

 Mary McGregor of Comer was living with 
her uncle John MacGregor (who was also Rob 
Roy’s uncle and tenant) who farmed 
Corrhiechan and had a run-rig across the glen 
at Corriearklet. In those days a drove road 
crossed the glen when Loch Arklet was half the 
size - having been enlarged in 1915 for a 
reservoir.  

Corriearklet had a typical run-rig farming 
system and was the main ‘ferm toun’ in the 
district with 22 buildings. There are still faint 
traces of the run rigs but no original buildings.  

Corriearklet  was the main  administrative 
and religous centre of the district, and on the 
internet there are well-documented 
genealogical records which reads like list of 
famous and/or prominent MacGregors 
descended from the Trossachs McGregors.  

Like many highland farm towns, it was a 
casualty of the Highland Clearances that 
affected all the Highlands and Island when 
families migrated to the industrial heartlands 
like Glasgow or overseas. We can see this on 
historical maps. For example, on the 1719 and 
a 1742 military maps Corriearklet had 15 
buidlings and a fairly large run rig farm. By 
1817 Grassom’s map shows only  6 buildings 
and 3 years later on Thompson’s map (1820)  
shows only one building and the military road 
built about 1730’s was still the main route. On 
an 1865 map the road  was still in use and the 
still visible on an air photo showing it passing 
through the present farm.  
 When the military arrived in 1717, the 
main route according to Bastide’s map, was the 
drove road which is still visible on the mid-
slope in middle photo. Presumably it was on 
the mid-slope because it far too boggy further 
down. The bottom photo shows an old 
retaining wall of the military road built to serve 
the fort that was completed in 1722. This road 
is still reasonably intact which the Forestry 
Commission and its partners recently rebuilt 
and surfaced as a cycling/hiking route.  
 Incidentally, Alexander Robertson was 
born in a shieling Bruach where the group of 
conifers were planted beside the loch. 
Throughout the Highlands there are still traces 
of old drove and General Wade’s military  

roads which have recently been give National 
Historic Sites status and thus protected  for 
posterity.   

Bruach 
ancient  Woods 
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The Bierleyman 
For such an extensive estate as 

Craigrostan required Bierleymen to functioned 
smoothly, especially when its owner Rob Roy 
spent weeks gallivanting about the highlands 
on business, droving and/or pinching cattle 
from neighbours lands or leading Jacobite raids 
on the low country.  

In those days, when one hears of 
someone who is a ‘‘well respected gentleman’, 
the likes of John MacGregor of Corrhiechan 
comes to mind. It is not surprising that he may 
have been an important person since he was 
not only Rob Roy’s uncle and father-in-law, but 
also one of his many tenants. 

The main job for the bierleyman (also 
called Birlymen, burghmen, Byrelawmen) was 
to keep the peace as much he/she could. By all 
accounts, John of Corrhiechan, being the Chief 
of McGregor’s brother, appears to have been  
the bierleyman for Glen Arklet.   

Bierleymen were men, and sometimes 
women, like Rob’s wife Mary, who were tough-
minded and authoritative. They would march 
around the borders of a burgh to ensure there 
are no encroachers. Hence, the term  ‘marches’ 
meaning estate or community boundaries 
which, in many places, are still legally 
delineated by steel fences or stone walls and 
cairns or simply well-defined natural features 
in the landscape, like a rock or ridge of a 
mountain, prominet boulders, a river or 
stream, etc.  

By the 17th century it was common for 
the Bierleymen in Stirlingshire and 
neighbouring Perthshire to be sworn in as 
valuers and appraisers for rent and property. A 
good example of this relating to Craigrostan is 
in a reference to a document In the National 
Archives of Scotland dated 2nd December 1719 
whereby there was a “Declaration by two 
birleymen of the barony of Buchanan 
concerning the value of ground marked out 
round the barracks at Inversnaid”.  

Incidentally, the modern name and 
concept of Bylaw, is essentially derived from 
that of  ‘byrelawman’. 

But the bierleymen, besides keeping an 
eye on the marches, played a key role Scots 

Law insofar as they kept the peace by acting as 
arbiters who were called in to settle ordinary 
disputes between landlord and tenant, or 
between one tenant and another. Legal 
beagles refer to this as ‘short law’ which is 
derived from the Gaelic word bir, signifying 
"short". Hence the term “short law” i.e.,  
speedy justice.  

The following excerpt from Jonny Gibbs 
of Gushetneuk book “Notes and Sketches 
illustrative of Rural Life by Jonny Gibbs of 
Gushetneuk, published in 1777 describes 
bierleyman’s role: in keeping peace among the 
run rigs like those in maps of Corriearklet. 

“The principle of joint holdings, which 
found its extreme development in the ‘run-rig’ 
system, where two tenants cultivated alternate 
ridges on the same field, was well suited to 
breed difficulties in the practical business of 
cultivation; and so the overlords had rules of 
“good neighbourhood” established, under 
which the several tenants were bound to 
perform their respective shares of the farm 
labour at the sight of a ‘bierleyman’ chosen by 
themselves”. 

 In the carving at the end of this chapter, 
the bierleyman is leading a dray and is a 
reminder that on Rob Roy’s Craigrostan and 
adjoining estates there was much more to 
industry than crops and livestock. There was a 
large fishery on Loch Lomond and lead mines 
and a smelting furnace in Glen Falloch; there 
were slate quarries with records showing that 
slate was shipped to Stirling Castle and many 
stately homes as far back as 1574 – and 
probably much earlier. Small bloomeries, 
dating mostly in 17th century, indicates there 
was a reasonable amount oak and birch woods 
for charcoal to forge iron. Coppice-with-
standard oak woods provided a steady supply 
for tannins for the leather industry. At 
Pollochro beside Loch Lomond, there was a 
boat building yard and probably some around 
Loch Katrine. These and many other rural 
enterprises were coordinated and run under 
the watchful eye of the local bierleyman.  

It would be pleasant to reconstruct the 
courtship and betrothal of Rob Roy and his 
cousin Mary, if there were anything at all to 
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build upon. But all we know is that they awoke 
on the morning after the feast of Hogmanay, 
resolved to defer their great happiness no 
longer; and the Buchanan parish register 
relates that “Robert MacGregor and Marie 
Mac. Gregor in this parish gave in their names 
to be married.” 

 There are a great many myths about Rob 
Roy regarding his build and character.  Most 
romanticists think of him as a kind of 
swashbuckling Robin Hood, or simply a mere 
freebooter. Perhaps he was both in some 
respects.  

In reality, he was very well educated, was 
acting Chief of the Glengyle MacGregors, with 
enormous responsibilities for the good of his 
clan and for highlanders in general, which 
required an extraordinary strength of 
character, and an astute business practices. It 
also required Rob Roy to be as much a 
politician as an estate owner. 

Wordsworth is close to mark when he 
describes Rob in his poem:- 

And wondrous length and strength of era, 
Nor craved he more to quell his foes, 
Or keep his friends from harm. 
Yet was Rob Roy as wise as brave 
Forgive me if the phrase be strong 
A poet worthy of Rob Roy 
Must scorn a timid song. 
Initially, he had a 

very cordial relationship 
with the Duke of 
Montrose. A fine example 
of this is seen in contract 
between Rob and the 
Montrose for the delivery 
of cattle. Essentially, the 
contract dated December 
1711, says is that Rob Roy 
undertakes to buy and 
deliver “…….two hundred 
good and sufficient Kintail 
highland cowes …. betwixt 
five and eight years old with 
four bulls to the bargane, and  to be delivered by the 
said Robert Campbell his …….to his Grace and the 
said James Graham…..head of dyke at Gardincaber in 
Buchanan upon the twenty-eight day of May next 

(1712)……. in return for two thousand and eight 
hundred pounds Scots…... .” 

 The signatures on the contract are those 
of The Duke Montrose, Ro Campbell (Rob Roy), 
Mungo Graham of Gorthie, Jas. Graham 
(writer), John Graham (Killearn) 
 Unfortunately, problems arose with the 
delivery of the cattle and the £1,800 was stolen 
by persons unknown – not that there was a 
shortage of suspects in Rob Roy’s camp. 

Soon after, relations soured between Rob 
and Montrose and matters of legality of 
Craigrostan Estate couple with Rob’s change of 
fortunes, led him to craft an elaborate scheme 
to defraud Montrose – while Montrose did 
likewise to Rob. Matters didn’t help that Rob 
had good dealings with Montrose’s political 
adversaries. The bad blood between them can 
be read from the archives of the Advocate’s 
Library in Edinburgh. For example:   

5-6th Nov 1716 Duke of Montrose starts legal 
proceedings that dispossess Rob Roy of Innersnait 
(alias Craigrostan)  

27th Nov 1716 Court rules that Robert 
Campbell of Innersnait (and not Bardowie and 
Glengyle) was legally the owner of Craigrostan and 
therefore liable for debts owed to creditors.  

25th June 1717. Balwhidder, Copy of 
declaration by Rob Roy, `to all lovers of honour and 
honesty'; treacherous attempt to arrest him and his 
escape; `to narrate all particulars made towards this 
foull plot and the persecution I suffered by the Duke 
of Montroses means, before and after I submitted to 
the government, would take up too much time. Were 
the Duke of Montrose and I left alone to debate our 
own private quarrell, which in my opinion ought to be 
done, I would shew to the world how little he would 
signify to serve either king or countrey'. 

The good and bad of Rob Roy was 
summed up in the last sentence in Scott’s 
novel Rob Roy  when old Andrew Fairservice 
used to say “there were many things ower bad 
for blessing, and ower good for banning, like 
Rob Roy.”  

In his will, Rob signed his name Robert 
Campbell of Inversnaid, claiming to the end he 
was the rightfully owned Craigrostan Estate. 

 
 
 
 

The famous contract 

between Rob Roy and 

Duke of Montrose and 

Rob Robert Campbell) 

(Rob Roy MacGregor. 
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John Graham of Killearn 
 Popular history and a recent movie have 

it that John Graham, the younger; of Killearn 
(known simply as Killearn) was something of a 
villain.  

In truth he was an amiable sort of 
gentleman as befits his station as the Duke of 
Montrose’s 2nd cousin and his factor for 
Buchanan. He was, therefore, an authoritative 
figure and, as is normal for authoritative 
figures, good or bad, his character has been 
diminished by latter day pundits as a brutal, 
mean-spirited rent collector.  

Nevertheless, it was his responsibility to 
protect the district from the constant threat of 
livestock stealing and blackmail – no matter 
what latter-day zealots think. So when Rob Roy 
acquired Craigrostan Estate which extended 
along the eastern shore of Loch Lomond from 
Allt Rostan, just north Polochro, to the 
township of Knochield he and Killearn got 
along very well. In fact, it was Killearn who sold 
Knochield Township to Rob Roy.  

By all accounts of the day, Killearn was a 
somewhat benign but firm sort of character. 
He was the only one in Montrose’s circle who, 
for the most part, got along well with Rob Roy 
and always argued in favour of Rob’s interests 
as a trusted cattle trader and captain of the 
watch to protect against cattle rievers. Even in 
Rob Roy’s darkest days during and after the 
1715 Jacobite Rebellion, it was Killearn who 
argued that it was in everyone’s interest to 
negotiate with Rob Roy.  
 In popular history and media, Killearn is 
unjustly pilloried for having ‘mistreated’ Mary 
MacGregor during the so-called burning of 
Inversnaid in 1716. The story is pure fiction and 
was started by Sir Walter Scott a century later 
when he wrote in his introduction to the novel 
‘Rob Roy’ that Mary “. had been insulted in a 
manner which would have aroused a milder 
man than he to thoughts of unbounded 
vengeance.”   

 The fact is, Killearn was not involved in 
any action connected with burning of houses – 
let alone molestation – because there were 

only two occasions when Rob Roy’s houses 
were burned: the first was Auch 
(Auchinchisallan) in Glen Dochart on the 15th 
of April 1716; and the second at an unspecified 
location somewhere in Craigrostan on 
September 1716. In both occasions, and 
whenever Rob Roy was away - even when he 
was living high up on Glen Shira - Mary lived at 
their house in Portnellan and sometimes with 
relatives at their farm Monachyle Tuarach 
beside Loch Doine in Balquhidder in the safety 
of the Duke of Atholl’s domain.   

In the first instance, at Auch, the ruin of 
which is still evident, is in the Duke of Argyll’s 
domain, where Montrose’s factors dare not 
tread. In fact, Auch had been a safe place after 
he lost his Craigrostan estate; that is until Lt. 
General Cadogan captured Finlarig Castle near 
Killin from the Jacobites. Finlarig is only 10 km 
east of Auch. So Rob sent Mary and the 
children down through Monachyle Glen and 
over to Portnellan under the protection of his 
lieutenant Alasdair Roy with a request to send 
a few hundred clansmen-in-arms.  

 Following the skirmish with the Swiss, 
Rob retreated via Monachyle Glen to 
Craigrostan. He returned to Craigrostan In a 
vengeful mood from where he carried out large 
cattle raids around Duntreath Castle in 
Strathblane southeast of Loch Lomond.  

 As the factor of Buchanan - Killearn’s    
provenance - it prompted him to write a note 
dated 11th April 1716 urging Mungo Graham of 
Gorthie, the Duke of Montrose’s Chamberlain, 
to request Gen. Cadogan to go after Rob Roy.  

Maj. Green of Hotham’s Regiment 
planned to trap Rob Roy in Craigrostan with 
three detachments of troops of 80 men each. 
The Troops from Finlarig Castle were to march 
in from Glen Falloch in the north; Stirling 
troops would march in from the east up 
Strathard; and Maj. Green’s troops, 
accompanied by Mongo Graham of Gorthie 
and James Graham of Kilmannan, would march 
up from the south along the more difficult 
route up the east side of Loch Lomond and 
around the eastern flank of Ben Lomond.  
Great plan in theory – were it not for the 
torrential rain, swelling rivers and, of course, 
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Stuickiruagh on east Loch Lomond, and the dark peak 

of Ben Lomond – better known as Craigrostan 

the fleet-footedness of MacGregors who, used 
to fast travel across the sodden glens and  over 
steep mountains, knew the movement of the 
troops long before they got anywhere near 
MacGregor lands.   

In the Duke of Montrose’s letter to 
General Cadogan he describes where Rob Roy 
is most likely to be captured:-  

 “When my Lord Cadogan was in the 
Highlands, he ordered his (Rob Roy’s) house at 
that place to be burnt, which obleiged him to 
return to the same place from whence he first 
came, being hard by my estate at Buchanan, in 
a rugged inaccessible country of about five or 
six miles in length, upon the side of Loch 
Lomond, full of rocks and precipes,. Being 
intended to make this place his residence 
where all his friends and followers were”   

When Rob Roy captured Killearn at 
Chapellaroch 19th November he made Killearn 
write a note to the Duke of Montrose - the 
essence of which was that Rob demanded 
34,000 merks to compensate for the 
destruction of his Craigrostan and Auch 
property.   

If Killearn had offended Mary, he would 
have suffered rather badly when Rob Roy 
captured him about two weeks after the 
burning. On the contrary, Killearn himself 
speaks kindly of Rob’s treatment of him during 
his captivity.  
 There’s a general assumption that they 
were heading for Inversnaid. But maps of the 
time don’t show the clachan of Inversnaid 
anywhere beside the Snaid burn or Arklet 
water. To the contrary, Inversnaid Harbour at 
that time was quite an important village which 
included the Duke of Montrose’s hunting 

lodge.  
The only places in Glen Arklet were 

clachans with riggs are at Inner, Letteriegh, 
Corryheichen, Stonichlachar (about 150 m west 
of present day Stronachlachar) and the village 
(ferm toun) of Corriearklet. In fact in a note 
headed Chapellaroch, dated 19th November, 
1716, Rob had Killearn write to Montrose, 
noting that:- 

“I was apprehended, to the bearer, and 
shall only, in short, acquaint your Grace with 
the demands, which are, that your Grace shall 
discharge him of all soumes he owes your 
Grace, and give him the soume of 3400 merks 
for his damages sustained by him, both at 
Craigrostan and his house at 
Auchinchisallen……”   

 Clearly, Killearn and Montrose were 
referring to a house in one of three MacGregor 
clachans on the shore of Loch Lomond i.e., 
Ashlan, Stuickiruagh (Stucnacroy) and Cailness 
(Culness) which the latest Ordnance Survey 
map show simply as Craigroyston; and hikers 
along the West Highland Way refer to as 
Craigroyston Woods, respectively.  

Stuickiruagh would have been a likely  
target for Montrose, because this was the 
home of Gregor MacGregor, Chief of the Loch 
Lomond branch of Clan Gregor who died in 
1693 at the age of 32.   

 The second burning of Rob house was in 
December 1716 on the orders of Major Green.   

“19th July, 1717, soldiers from Drymen 
under Capt. Brown and Killearn occupied 
Corriearklet 20th July, reinforcements led by 
John Graham of Drunkie and Patrick Graham 
arrive. Killearn is confused as to where the 
garrison should be built.”  

Rob Roy and the Hie an’ Michty Dukes 
In a love-hate sort of way, Rob Roy as a 

drover and leader, had many dealings with 
Dukes throughout Britain. But the ones he 
dealt with most in business, politics and 
militarily were the Earl of Breadalbane, Dukes 
of Perth, Duke of Montrose, Duke of Atholl and 
Duke of Argyll mentioned in Chapter 4: Noble 
Perthshire.  

 These nobles certainly knew of Rob Roy. 
But they were powerful landowners and great 



                                                                Scotland Tour 2011                           173 
 

statesmen in very troubling times with much 
weightier issues than tenants and cattle 
rustling on their minds. So they mostly dealt 
with Rob Roy through their chamberlains and 
factors, and, in military campaigns during the 
Jacobite rebellions, through generals and their 
commanding officers.  

Breadalbane (John Campbell of 
Glenorchy) was Rob Roy’s great uncle on his 
mother’s side. It was through Alexander 
Campbell of Balcardine, the Earl’s Chamberlain, 
that Rob Roy was appointed as estate agent 
and chief rent collector responsible for the 
Barbrek Estate. While he was there he had the 
tact of Inverinan on the west side of Loch Awe. 
Later, during the ‘fifteen’ Jacobite uprising, 
Breadalbane gave Rob Roy the tact of 
Auchinchisallan in Glenorchy which, as noted, 
the Hanoverian/Swiss troops burned in 1716.  

 Archibald Campbell, 10th Earl of Argyll, 
1st Duke of Argyll, King William's Privy 
Councillor and chief advisor on Scottish affairs, 
colonel-in-chief of the Earl of Argyll's Regiment 
of Foot which took part in the Massacre of the 
MacDonalds (McIans) of Glen Coe, but took no 
part in any of its field operations. The Chief of 
McIans, his wife and 36 of his clan were killed. 
Rob Roy’s sisters Sarah was married to 
Alexander McIan, the younger of the two 
brothers who escaped the Massacre. 
Presumably Sarah died in the massacre, 
because there is no mention of Sarah after this 
event. 

Though Rob Roy’s Jacobite sentiments 
may have been lukewarm, kinship with John 
Campbell, 2nd Duke of Argyll was strong. In 
1711, with Argyll as his feudal superior, Rob 
possessed Creggans on Loch Fyne and nearby 
Driep. These were two strategic locations for 
his Cattle droving - Creggans because of the 
ferry and Driep as a convenient cattle rest and 
feeding station.  

Besides, Rob’s loyalty to the Duke of 
Argyll would ensure better protection and 
prospects for his future long after the 
rebellion. In fact, many Historians insist that  
had Rob Roy committed the MacGregors to the 
fray, Argyll may not have been victorious. 
While Rob was active for the Jacobites, notably 

in conducting raids on the lowlands for cattle 
to supply meat for the Jacobite army and 
profits for himself, he was suspected of spying 
for Argyll. So much so, that the Duke of 
Montrose tried to bribe Rob Roy with offers of 
money and land if he would reveal 
incriminating evidence that might discredit 
Argyll. Suffice to say, Rob had more trust in 
Argyll than Montrose. It was only within the 
last decade or so that documents have been 
uncovered that prove Rob was indeed a double 
spy.   

Montrose, for his part, never at any time 
ordered that Rob should be killed, but that he 
should be captured and brought to a proper 
trial; nor did Montrose order the burning of his 
houses. It was Major Green acting  alone who 
ordered the burnings.  

There’s a popular story that Montrose led 
a party of Lennox Militia that captured Rob Roy 
in Balquhidder. The short of it is that on the 
way back to Lennox Rob Roy was tied to James 
Stewart on horseback.  Somehow Rob manages 
to get loose and drops of the horse into a 
raging stream and escapes. The story is 
fictitious for a number of reasons: firstly, it 
originated from James Stewart’s grandson 
during an interview with Sir Walter Scott more 
than a century later; secondly, for Montrose, 
the great statesman with great national 
responsibilities who spent much of his time in 
London, did not  have the time or inclination to 
ride around chasing down a cattle rustler the 
likes of Rob Roy; thirdly, unlike the ‘real’ 
capture of Rob Roy by the Duke of Atholl, there 
are no letters, contemporary documents or 
publicity of this spurious event.   

By the time Rob was 58 years old, he was 
obviously on good terms with Montrose and 
his factor and cousin Killearn to the extent that 
Rob captured two thieves in his former estate 
of Craigrostan and turned them over to 
Killearn.  

Rob Roy knew the Dukes of Perth quite 
well, mostly because he brought cattle from 
western Scotland to the Crieff market – from 
which the Drummonds collected a fee per head 
of cattle. He would also have known them 
because of the tacts on lands he held from the 
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Drummonds. For example he held the tact of 
Benmore Forest which included the farm 
Corriechaorach in Glen Dochart and he and his 
sons also leased Drummond lands at Kirkton, 
Balquhidder.  

Because the Drummonds were their 
feudal superiors, Rob’s family often used 
Drummond as a surname when the name 
McGregor was banned by law. The 
Drummonds were Jacobite Dukes (whose titles 
were not recognized by the British 
Government) and Rob was often called upon to 
help the Drummonds in the Jacobite causes.   

In the Antiquities of Strathearn (1881) 
there’s a tale about the factor Drummond of 
Blairdrummond evicting a McGregor who had a 
tact on Drummond Lands near Stirling. 
Incensed by this affront to his clansman, Rob 
Roy is said to have marched up to Drummond 
Castle, knocking down the factor at the gate 
and strode in fiery mood into castle and 
confronted the Duke – demanding that he 
reinstated the tact or he would let loose his 
legions of McGregors – to which the Duke 
conceded. This is a fanciful tale to be sure, 
considering how powerful and mean-spirited 
the Drummonds were. So powerful, in fact, 
that James 1st Duke of Drummond and his 
brother John 1st Duke of Melfort literally ran 
Scotland by themselves, and would have 
readily applied the new thumbscrews (they 
introduced to Scotland) to Rob at the slightest 
insolence.    

John Murray, 1st Duke of Atholl  
 In popular literature, Atholl was another 

of Rob Roy’s arch enemies one day his 
protector and benefactor and an enemy on 
another day. So, as with Montrose, Atholl’s 
dealings with Rob blew hot and cold. But their 
relationship was mostly congenial – especially 
when Rob wrote several groveling and 
flattering letters to Atholl pledging his loyalty 
and good behavior to the pretentious Duke. 

When the McGregor name was 
proscribed for a second time, many McGregors 
in the Balquhidder flattered Atholl  by adopted 
the surname Murray – so much so, that 
General Wades map 1746 of clans supporting 
the Jacobites, shows a large tract of land as the 

Murray Clan in the Balquhidder Area. When 
Rob Roy’s nephew Donald (McGregor) became 
Donald Murray he was granted the feu of 
Monachyle Tuarach by the Duke of Atholl.  

Similarly, Donald’s elder brother James 
(Chief of McGregors) became James Graham 
when he inherited the feu of Glengyle from the 
Duke of Montrose. Rob’s last feu was 
Inverlochlarig Beg on the Braes of Balquhidder 
owned by the Duke of Atholl, where he and 
Mary spent the last two decades of their lives 
and where Rob died at the age of 63, was 
owned by the local Murray’s.  Coll, the best of 
Rob Roy’s sons, was granted a feu at Kirkton at 
the east end of Balquhidder.  

Coll, who had a lease at Kirkton in east 
Balquhidder and James a lease in Glen Dochart   
were lands owned by the Drummonds (the 
Jacobite Dukes of Perth), so both became 
Drummonds (besides alias’s McGregor) and 
Campbell whichever was most convenient for 
the occasion. Obviously Highland land 
ownership, patronage and surnames is 
extremely complicated and fluid. Attempts to 
apply legal statutes to these matters, is as 
likely to have as much success as trapping 
water in a cheese cloth.   

For most of his life, Rob Roy was a hunted 
man and yet openly renting land and driving 
cattle for the same people who were leading 
the hunt for him!  One occasion, his arrest by 
and escape from his feudal lordship, Duke of 
Atholl, is nothing short of a comedy of errors.  

The short of it is that Atholl invited him to 
Dunkeld House for a convivial discussion and as 
soon as Rob arrived he promptly arrested and 
imprisoned him in his private jail at Logerait. 
Atholl, sensing a great triumph  rushed off a 
spate of self-congratulatory letters to the ‘Hie 
an’ Michty’ among the generals, lordships and 
even King George. But before the letters 
arrived, Rob escaped (more likely let loose) and 
headed back to Inverlochlarig Beg and more or 
less lived out the rest of his life at on Atholl 
lands peacefully.  

There is suspicion that Atholl was 
deliberately careless in letting Rob escape. 
Considering that Atholl’s brother was Lord 
George Murray – the Jacobite General in Prince 
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Edward Struart’s (Bonny Prince Charlie)  army 
that almost capture the throne in 1745 – he 
(Atholl) would suffer the wrath of legions of 
MacGregors. It perhaps explains why Rob 
prevailed despite many outstanding arrest 
warrants several years old.  

When Daniel Defoe’s The Highland Rogue 
appeared in 1723, a fanciful tale of Rob Roy’s 
exploits made him a household name and 
greatly amused King George. On 15th 
September, 1725, with help of his friend and 
former patron the Duke of Argyll, plus a Writer 
(lawyer) and with Defoe’s publicity, he 
submitted a letter to General Wade. On the 
2nd December he was pardoned by King 
George.  We’ll give Rob the last word from his 
letter to Gen. Wade.  

Rob Roy’s Letter to General Wade 
Sir, - The great humanity with which you have 

constantly acted in the discharge of the trust reposed 
in you, and your ever having made use of the great 
powers with which you were vested, as the means of 
doing good and charitable offices to such as ye found 
proper objects of compassion, will, I hope, excuse my 
importunity in endeavoring to approve myself not 
absolutely unworthy of that mercy and favour which 
your Excellency has so generously procured from His 
Majesty for others in my unfortunate circumstances. I 
am very sensible nothing can be alleged sufficient to 
excuse so great a crime as I have been guilty of, that 
of rebellion. But I humbly beg leave to lay before your 
Excellency some particulars in the circumstances of 
my guilt, which, I hope, will extenuate it in some 
measure. It was my misfortune, at the time the 
Rebellion broke out, to be liable to legal diligence and 
caption, at the Duke of Montrose’s instance, for debt 
alleged due to him. To avoid being flung into prison, 
as I must certainly have been had I followed my real 
inclinations in joining the King’s troops at Stirling, I 
was forced to take part with the adherents of the 
Pretender; for the country being all in arms it was 
neither safe nor indeed possible for me to stand 
neuter. I shall not, however, plead my being forced 
into that unnatural Rebellion against His Majesty, 
King George, if I could not, at the same time, assure 
your Excellency that I not only avoided acting 
offensively against his Majesty’s forces upon all 
occasions, but, on the contrary, sent His Grace the 
Duke of Argyll all the intelligence I could from time to 
time, of the strength and situation of the Rebels; 
which I hope his Grace will do me the justice to 
acknowledge. As to the debt to the Duke of 
Montrose, I have discharged it to the utmost 

farthing. I beg your Excellency would be persuaded 
that, had it been in my power, as it was in my 
inclination, I should always have acted for the service 
of His Majesty King George, and that one reason of 
my begging the favour of your intercession with his 
Majesty for the pardon of my life, is the earnest 
desire I have to employ it in his service, whose 
goodness, justice and humanity, are so conspicuous 
to all mankind. 

I am, with all duty and respect, 
Your Excellency’s most &c. 
 Robert Campbell.  
 
About a year before he died Rob Roy 

fought a Stewart. Sir Walter Scott could not 
remember whether it was Stewart of Appin or 
his brother-in-law Stewart of Invernahyle. 
Others say it was Charles Stewart of Ardsheal.   
  

A young Stirling Robertson visiting Rob Roy’s  

(1671-1734) Grave at Balquhidder. Rob’s grave 

is in the centre, Wife Mary on the left, and son 

Coll on the right. 
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Rob Roy’s (right) and Ardsheal’s swords. 

The house Monachyle Turach by Loch Doine west of Balquhidder which is on the site  another Rob 

Roy’s farm; or rather, the home of his wife Mary &  while Rob was away droving cattle.  Later Rob & 

the Family would move to another farm where this photo was taken at Inverlochlarig west of Loch 

Doine.   

In the early 19th century George Douglas, 
8th Duke of Argyll engaged John Dewar to 
travel through the countryside and  record the 
oral stories in Gaelic which were later 
translated by into English by Hector McLean. 
His manuscript, the Dewar manuscript, was 
unpublished and is housed in Inverary Castle, 
home of the Duke of Argyle.  

Dewar records that the duel between Rob 
Roy and Charles Stuart (Stewart) of Ardsheal 
took place in an inn near Stirling.  This was not 
a duel to the death; after all, Rob Roy was 62 
years old and Ardsheal was a relatively large 
youngster. At any rate, when Ardsheal nicked 
Rob on the chin and drew blood, Rob conceded 
by sticking his sword in the ground 
congratulating Ardsheal with the remark “You 
have the maidenhead of my blood.” To which 
Ardsheal replied it was nothing to boast about, 
just “Too much whiskey and unseemly 
language.”  Ardsheal is still remembered as the 
first swordsman to defeat Rob Roy.  

 

Recently Ardsheal’s sword was found by 
Paul MacDonald of Edinburgh restored and put 
on exhibition while Rob Roy’s sword is owned 
by a family in the Scottish borders. 
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From Left to right are: James Grahame of Killearn, on horseback, the fictional Baillie Nicol Jarvie, Lt. John Henry 

Bastide, Mary (Helen) MacGregor (Rob’s wife) on horseback, a Writer (lawyer) sitting, Rob Roy, Margaret Croy-

Leckie (Rob’s sister), bierleyman with a dray, Sarah MacDonald (Rob’s Sister), John McLachlan of Auchentroig, Rev. 

Robert Kirk on Horseback, Atholl Highlander, Charles Stewart of Ardsheal,  Alexander McDonnell of Glengarry (Pickle 

the Spy), James Graham (MacGregor), Chief of Glengyle and Rob’s nephew, the collie Luath in an earlier life. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Rob Roy Carving 
By 

Alexander Robertson 
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James Graham (Gregor MacGregor),                                
Glun Dubh 7th Chief of Glengyle) 

At the age of 11, James’s became heir to 
Glengyle Chieftainship when his father John, 
the 6th chief of Glengyle, died in 1700 and his 
uncle Rob Roy became tutor to young James 
until he came of age as the clan Chief.  

Since the MacGregor name was still 
proscribed his surname was unlawful. So, on 
the advice of his uncle Rob, he was renamed 
James Graham principally because Glengyle 
was in the Barony of Buchanan whose feudal 
superior was the Duke of Montrose whose 
name was also James Graham and who was 
flattered to at have some influence on the 
MacGregors. 

 The Atholl’s too were likewise flattered, 
when James’s younger brother Donald changed 
his surname to Murray when he was granted a 
feu of Monachyle Tuarach in Balquhidder by 
the Lord John Murray, 1st Duke of Atholl.  

So here we have an uncle who goes by 
the alias Campbell and who was a vassal to his 
mother’s cousin, the 1st Earl of Breadalbane 
(John Campbell, Earl of Glenorchy), and also to 
the Duke of Argyll (John Campbell); while one 
nephew, James Graham, was a vassal to Duke 
of Montrose (James Graham); and the other 
Duncan Murray was a vassal to the Duke of 
Atholl (John Murray). This was a very 
complicated family to be sure. 

Young James Graham’s influence grew 
substantially when he married Mary, daughter 
of Hamilton of Bardowie in 1708 – quite a 
catch considering father-in-law ‘Bardowie’ had 
a fine castle (a fortified residence would be a 
better description) in west Dunbartonshire and 
who was also a descendant of the MacGregors. 

 As a boy, James Graham (MacGregor) 
was described as a tall, handsome and strong 
and exhibited good leadership at an early age. 
For example, when he was 17 years old, he 
became famous for having driven (or rather 
been driven) by a fierce white Bull and perhaps 
some cows from Gallangad farm near the south 
shore of Loch Lomond and 5 km east of 
Alexandria, all the way across bogs and fens of 
the lowlands, up and over the Pass of Balmaha 
and along the difficult, trackless, steep and 
rugged east shore of Loch Lomond to 
Craigrostan – a distance of 23 km as the crow 
flies.  

 Gallangad is still a cattle farm near the 
south shore of Loch Lomond and offers Bed 
and Breakfast.  

Sir Walter Scott made the bull famous in 
his classic epic poem Lady of the Lake:- 

 
“Ah!  Well the gallant brute I knew! 
The choicest of prey we had, 
When swept our merry-men Gallangad. 
His hide was snow, his horns dark, 
His red eye glow’d like fiery spark; 
So fierce, so tameless, and so fleet, 
Sore did he cumber our retreat? 
And kept our stoutest kerns in awe, 
Even the pass of Beal’maha. 
But steep and flinty was the road, 
And sharp the hurrying pikeman’s goad, 
A child might scatheless stroke his brow.”-

 
 
 
 
                     

 
 
 
 

 
 This famous incident is a classic example 

of ‘black mail’ – mail in this case meaning rent; 
hence the origins of the modern connotation of 
‘blackmail’  Black rent was a kind of insurance 
premium usually paid to well-respected 
drovers who had the power and muscle to 
prevent the stealing of  cattle.  
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 The Black rent system was administered 
by the government who tended to appoint clan 
Chiefs as Captains of the Watch.  Among the 

best of drovers was James’ grandfather Donald 
5th Chief of MacGregors and, most famous of 
all, his uncle Rob Roy.  

 In 1658 the Privy Council authorized the 
Donald MacGregor to command the watch 
made up of local farmers. If any farmer failed 
to pay the fee the watch was called off, and 
shortly after, he could expect his cattle to be 
‘lifted’ - often by the people who were in fact 
the watchers.  

Such was the case when James lifted the 
white bull of Gallangad in 1706.  His uncle Rob 
Roy, who was Captain of the Watch at the 
time,  sent James to collect the black rent from 
the farmer at Gallangad who, when seeing a 
boy at his door, refused to pay up.  So James 
took away his bull and had quite a job driving 
the contrary and angry beast long the 
treacherous trail to Craigrostan. The trail is 
popular part of the West Highland Way. 

   
                        
 
 

James Wolfe 
Among the many popular misconceptions 

is that Rob Roy destroyed Inversnaid Barracks 
during the ’45 Jacobite rebellion  

It was actually his eldest son Maj. James 
Mor MacGregor (alias Drummond) who did the 
deed 16 years after Rob’s death in 1734. In any 
case the damage was relatively minor.  Some 
weeks later, in true highland fashion, James, 
upon being discovered as a double spy (like 
father, like son!) the Hanoverians allowed him 
to occupy the barracks to protect himself from 
his own clan and the Jacobite fraternity.    

Immediately after the battle of Culloden 
(16th April 1746), a young Brevet Major James 
Wolfe and his regiment were sent to repair 
Inversnaid Barracks. Young James Wolfe went 
on to become the famous Maj. General Wolfe 
killed at the Battle of Abraham Heights, 
Quebec 13th September, 1759. He died in 
arms of Fraser Highlander who, only 13 years 
before, he fought against at Culloden. At 
Culloden, the Duke of Cumberland ordered 
Wolfe to shoot the wounded Colonel of the 
Fraser Highlanders "that Highland scoundrel 
who dares to look upon us with so insolent a 
stare," Wolfe famously refused to shoot the 
Colonel and indignantly replied to the Duke 
that his “commission was at His Royal 
Highness's disposal, but that he never would 
consent to become an executioner."  It was this 
incident which caused the Fraser Regiment to 
cling so affectionately to Wolfe when he took 
them to America in the years 1758 and 1759. 
 28 years earlier, fresh from the Battle of 
Glen Shiel, a young Lt. John Henry Bastide 
along with Lt. Dumaresq – was surveying Glen 
Arklet for the purpose of building the 
Inversnaid Fort on Rob Roy’s Estate – more to 
satisfy the nagging Duke of Montrose’s desire 
to build roads and protection for his hunting 
estate at government expense, since a fort at 
Inversnaid had no obvious military advantage.  
 As fate would have it, Wolfe would rise to 
Maj. General while Bastide, as Wolfe’s second 
in Command, rose to General and Chief 
Engineer for North America. Together they 
captured Fort Louisburg in Nova Scotia, the 
American colonies and finally Quebec. 

Hikers enjoying the very popular and 

considerably improved West Highland Way 

along the rugged east shore of Loch Lomond. 
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Temporary 

Barracks 

Inversnaid 
Fort 

National Library of Scotland 

Lt. Bastide and perhaps Wolfe would have 
known Rob Roy personally and also from 
dispatches from Bastide’s superior officer Capt. 
Biggar. For example, here’s part of a dispatch 
for July 1718, which reads “Capt Biggar is in 
command of the soldiers billeted in the 
temporary barrack located 550 yards up and on 
the opposite side the Snaid Burn from Garrison 
site. Masons and quarries began construction 
in work ……..” Another on 8th August 1718, 
notes that “At 11pm, James Livingstone, mason 
testifies that a man (purported to be Rob Roy 
or one of clansmen) knocked on the door saying 
he had a letter from Capt. James Biggar,  
thereupon they were seized by ‘persons 
unknown’ and marched 16-18 miles to the 
lowlands”.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For letting this happen with a temporary 
garrison of men so close to the construction 
site, we learn that on 19th September that At 
his court martial later in August, Capt. Biggar’s 
defense was that his temporary barracks was 
farther up the Snaid some distance from the 
construction site and out of sight, and that the 
contractors insisted his workers had no need of 
protection. He was found not guilty. 
 As we can see from Bastide and 
Dumaresq’ plan, Captain Biggar had a point. 
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After the ’45 Wolfe served on the 
‘continent’ where he distinguished himself in 
several major battles and was wounded. In 
1749, he was sent to Scotland on garrison duty 
and assumed the command of the 20

th
 

Regiment at Stirling – which included 
responsibility for repairing the Inversnaid 
Garrison.  

Wolfe was acting commander of the 20th 
Foot in Glasgow for seven months in 1749. On 
the 20th March, 1750, Wolfe purchased his 
commission as Lieutenant-Colonel and moved 
to Glasgow with the regiment where he was 
given a mansion in Camlachie which was then 
more or less a rural country side. His soldiers 
were billeted in new barracks in the 
Gallowgates.  

 

 
Apparently, every 
Sunday Wolfe 
marched with his 
regiment to St. 
Andrews in the 
Square.  However, he 
apparently disliked 
the services, believing 
that "the generality 
of Scotch preachers 
are excessive 
blockheads"  

Being a member of the Church of  
England, Wolfe's mother was annoyed at his 
attending the Presbyterian church St. Andrews-
in-the-Square. In response, he wrote that "I got 
the reputation of a good Presbyterian by 
frequenting the Kirk of Scotland until our 
chaplain appeared. I've now gone back to the 
old faith, and stick close to our communion".  

Whether it was to appease his mother or 
perhaps to accommodate the Episcopalians 
within his regiment, in 1751 he had his soldiers 
assist in the construction of the church St. 
Andrews-on-the-Green within sight of St. 
Andrews-in-the-Square as seen in the 
photo.below. 

 
After a long leave Wolfe rejoined the 20th 

regiment at Glasgow in April 1753, and was 
with them there until September. In 
peacetime, it was customary for the army to 
build roads and bridges and even help build 
churches & schools.  From the troops point of 
view manual labour was a welcome 
opportunity for extra pay. One of the roads his 
regiment built was the part of the scenic Loch 
Lomond – Crainlarich road that we use today. 
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Cluny MacPherson (L) and Dr. Archibald Cameron 

Dr. Archibald Cameron of Lochiel 
Close to the Trossachs Pier is the fine Victorian 
house of Brenachoil. It replaced an old house 
owned by Stewart of Glenbuckie where the 
Jacobite Dr. Archibald Cameron of Lochiel 
captured (. 

 Dr. Cameron and Cluny MacPherson 
were jointly entrusted with a large amount of 
gold provided by Bonnie Prince Charlie to 
finance the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion for the 
purpose of deposing King George II and 
restoring the Stuarts to the British throne and 
the dominance of Catholicism. Apparently, 
Cluny Macpherson hid his half of the gold 
somewhere on his mountainous estate west of 
Newtonmore and spent most it before and 
after the ’45; while Dr. Cameron hid the other 
half somewhere around Loch Arkaig. Dr. 
Cameron went overseas during the Rebellion 
and so it is believed the gold is still hidden in 
the western Highlands.  

Dr. Cameron was outlawed. So when he 
was sent on his first secret mission for the 
Jacobites, utmost secrecy was essential. After 
all, one of his objectives was to plan the 
assassination of King George.  

 In 1753 Doctor Archie was sent on his 
second mission, part of which concerned the 
famous   "Treasure of Loch Arkaig." This turned 
out to be fatal because he was captured in the 
Trossachs. According to a letter, Dr. Cameron 
was betrayed by a fellow Jacobite the 
treacherous turncoat double spy James Mor 
Drummond, (Rob Roy’s son) according to this 
letter in the archives of the National Library of 
Scotland:-   

GD87/1/60 Letter to John Campbell of 
Barcaldine from John Campbell of Achalader, 
expressing concern for the fate of Dr. [Archibald] 
Cameron. [Printed in T.G.S.I., Vol XXIII] (Copy of the 
Big House Papers courtesy Greg McThomas, Sabhal 
Mór Ostaig. On pp17 the author, Capt. Wimberly, 
notes a memo dated 11th November 1753 from  
Pickle - presumably, in this case, the double spy 
Jas.Mór Drummond – noting the location of Duncan 
Stewart of Glenbuckie’s house at Brenachoil. Could 
Pickle (alias JMD) simply be casting aspersions on an 
innocent laird - as he often did. 

As to his discovery and chase apparently 
involving the children of Corriearklet who were  
acting as sentries to warn Dr. Cameron who 
was hiding in a bothy (Bruach perhaps). 

As we see from this military dispatch:- 
Hereupon, a detachment from Lord 

George Beauclerk's regiment was sent in search 
of him, and he was taken in the following 
manner: -- Captain Graves, with thirty soldiers, 
going towards the place where it was 
presumed he was concealed, saw a little girl at 
the extremity of a village, who, on their 
approach, fled towards another village. She 
was pursued by a servant and two soldiers, 
who could only come near enough to observe 
her whispering to a boy, who seemed to have 
been placed for the purpose of conveying 
intelligence. Unable to overtake the boy, they 
presented their guns at him; on which he fell on 
his knees, and begged his life; which they 
promised, on the condition that he would show 
them the place where Dr. Cameron was 
concealed. Hereupon the boy pointed to the 
house where he was, which the soldiers 
surrounded, and took him prisoner. Being sent 
to Edinburgh, he was thence conducted to 
London, and committed to the Tower.” 

 
 

  

   

Valentine’s postcard c 1910 of the ‘new’ 

Brenachoil Lodge (where Dr. Cameron was 

captured) and the SS. Sir Walter Scott 
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Icelanders in the Famous Trossachs 
Top-bottom: Hugh Clayden’s Lecture at the David Marshal Lodge; Gorgeous, Ladies 
in red; Getting ready to board the SS Sir Walter Scott; cruising the Loch Katrine 
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18
th

 Century Forestry in Strathard 
 Much of what is written about the history 
the Trossachs is about the life of Rob Roy and 
epics poems of Sir Walter Scott.  One would be 
forgiven for thinking the pre-20

th
 century 

Trossachs is all about sheep stealing and poetry 
and little else besides admiring the scenery – 
which is justification enough for living there.  

But from ancient past to the present, 
forestry has been one of the Trossachs main 
‘industries’. In fact, Monteath’s first edition of 
“A Forester’s Guide and Profitable planter” is 
based mainly on his experience in Stirling and 
Perthshire from the mid-1700 and has many 
ideas on forest practices that are still relevant.  
One only has to look across Flanders Moss to 
appreciate the beautiful results of 17
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woodlands planting which he was involved in. 
In the first Statistical Account of 1794 

which was reiterated in the second Statistical 
Account of of Buchanan Parish 1841 by its 
minister Rev. William Freeland.  
 “Generally, the people are sober, industrious, 
and religious, As the parish is on the Highland border 
-, a part of the inhabitants still retain the Gaelic 
language. There are few, however, that do not 
understand English. 

 From the middle of last century, the 
population has constantly declined. It appears from 
the parish register, that on an average of ten years 
from 1715, the number of baptisms was 49, which is 
four times more than the present amount.  

The number stated in last census is 787, which 
is greatly over-rated. It was taken early in summer, 
when, besides the resident population, there were 
many women and children from the adjacent villages, 
and even from Greenock, employed in the annual 
cutting of oak copse: these were all included in the 
return to Government. The real amount is stated in 
the table. The decrease of the population is ascribed 
to the enlargement of farms, and to the introduction 
of sheep-husbandry.  

There is no village in the parish. The whole 
population may be called agricultural; for though 
there are about ten families of tradesmen, none of 
them depends exclusively on his trade. There is a 
register kept of baptisms, marriages, and deaths; but 
the first is incorrect, as many parents omit to register 
their children, and the omission is calculated at one-
sixth of the whole number.  

Woods: “The planted woods are almost 
entirely the work of the late Duke of Montrose, and 

consist chiefly of oak and larch. The management of 
the natural woods was greatly improved by his 
Grace. They are divided into twenty-four hags, or 
cuttings, one of which is sold by auction every year. 
The whole are cut down in the space of twenty-four 
years. That period has been found most suitable for 
felling copse-wood, as the bark has then arrived at its 
most perfect state for tanning, and as the wood adds 
little to its growth, for some years afterwards. The 
old stools are cut over and neatly dressed, close to 
the surface of the ground, that the young shoots may 
send out roots to draw nourishment directly from the 
earth. Blanks are filled with young plants where the 
ground is wet, all the surface drains are scoured, and 
new ones added, if necessary. The young wood, for 
six years, is carefully fenced from cattle: afterwards, 
it 'is twice thinned and pruned. At every cutting, 
some of the fairest trees, especially if grown from 
seedlings, are preserved as standards, greatly to the 
ornament of the country, and to the advantage of the 
proprietor. The sales of natural wood, for the last 
seven years, have averaged  £ 950, while those of 
planted woods have averaged £ 1300,-amounting 
together  to £ 2250 yearly, exclusive of timber used 
for houses and farms oil the estate. A saw-mill, and 
one of Ryan's patent tanks are in full separation for 
the use of the estate, and all timber used in buildings 
is steeped in the solution.  

Manufacture:- A manufactory of pyrolignous 
acid has been established for several years at 
Balmaha; which annually consumes 700 tons of small 
wood, not measurable. The wood costs 7s. Per ton, 
laid down at the works. All kinds of hard-wood are 
used; but oak is preferred. The products are acid and 
dye-stuffs, which are used in the print-works around 
Glasgow.  

Farms. There are ten farms, varying in rent 
from £1500 to £40. There are a few possessions of 
smaller size, and the work-men employed under the 
proprietor have each a house, garden, and pasture 
for a cow, with liberty to gather winter fodder from 
the grass of plantations. The lower part of the parish 
is amble, consisting of alluvial soil on the bank of the 
Endric, and of inferior soil, of various kinds, clay, 
gravel, and moss, rising towards the mountain range. 
The rent may be stated at £ 1, 5s. per acre. 3 In the 
upper part, especially along the side of Loch Lomond, 
there is some dry fertile ground, bearing good crops 
of oats and barley; but the arable proportion is so 
small to the mountain pasture, that it is little 
regarded when a tenant estimates the value of his 
farm. lie ascertains the number of sheep which it 
keeps, and calculates the rent at from £3 to £10s. per 
score. The sheep are black--faced, of small size. Some 
attempts are making to improve them. Cheviots have 



                                                                Scotland Tour 2011                           185 
 

This 1940’s postcard shows much of the old 

oak woods still intact and a few, young  

coniferous plantations. 

Top-bottom: Ancient oak woods on Rob Roy 

McGregor’s lands in Glen Arklet, Glengyle and 

Breadalbane.  

been tried, but found not to answer, on account of 
the elevated exposed situation. The whole parish, 
except some islets, and one farm of £40, belongs to 
the Duke of Montrose. The rent is £5000, 17s. 6d: if 
the sales of wood, amounting to £2250, be added, 
the annual return to the proprietors is £7250, 17s. 
6d.“ 

By the time the Forestry Commission  
acquire its first tract of land in the Trossachs in 
1928 (1600 ha to be precise), the Great 
Depression coupled with the serious sheep 
diseases  - ticks and fluke - livestock farming 
was in near collapse. Also products from oak 
woods had declined considerably.   

Forestry in Scotland, particularly 
concerning the Forestry Commission is highly 
politically charged as they have to weigh the 
merits of countless opinions and criticism from 
every man and his dog, as the saying goes. 

To be frank, one wonders whether some 
segments of the public and even some 
‘foresters’ understand the difference between 
forestry and gardening! 

Frankly, as an ex-forestry commission 
worker, I can vouch for the fact that the FC’s 
arrival in the Trossachs in 1928, was a God 
send and that the FC has bent over backwards 
in its quest to benefit the locals, boost their 
economy, cater to almost a million tourists 
annually and develop facilities for all sorts of 
outdoors sports fraternities and still somehow 
manage to deliver an abundant supply wood 
for manufacturing.  

In less than a century, the FC has 
managed to preserve old oak forests while 

creating stunning new ones and, to be honest, 
created some self-paying ‘factory forests’ 
which, now that they have matured, are 
gradually being felled are being  replanted in 
the name of biodiversity.   
 The bottom line is that the Trossachs of 
landscape – forested and unforested attracts 
close to 1 million visitors annually.   
  

 


